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obscure and much disputed problem of the origin and rela*
tions of the Narodna Odbrana and the "Black Hand" with
one another, as well as to the notorious "Salonica Affair"
of 1917 which stirred political fury in Serbia much as did
the Dreyfus Affair in France.
M. Pashitch and the Radicals soon became the implaca-
ble enemies of King Milan, on account of the brutal and
bloody severity with which he had taken vengeance on the
Zajecar rebels, his disgraceful neglect of Serbia's national
interests, and his scandalous private life, much of which
was spent in questionable society in Vienna. Later the
same hostile attitude was assumed toward his successor,
King Alexander, especially after the latter's marriage to the
notorious woman who became Queen Draga. Being child-
less, Queen Draga was suspected by many of intending to
secure the succession to the throne for one of her brothers.
Fear and disgust gradually united many Radicals and revo-
lutionary army officers against the existing regime. In the
words of a Serbian historian:
What went on at Court and outside of it was justly
regarded as a shame .to the State and the Nation. Every
moment grave scandals became public, and by these scan-
dals Serbia and the Serbian people were becoming notorious
and in bad repute. . . . The finances were in a pitiful state,
and for months officials and officers received no salary.
After the King's marriage every thing was still worse in
every respect. Fickle changes were the order of the day,
and likewise scandals. The fabricated story of the Queen's
pregnancy, and the overbearing, provocative behavior of
her brothers, roused the public and especially the military
officers still further. All this brought it about that some
eighty officers and several civilians formed a conspiracy
with the purpose of murdering the King, the Queen, and
her brothers. The greater part of the conspirators con-
sisted of young officers inspired by upright patriotism. They
saw their country given over to decay and shame under